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Message Text 


PAGE 01 STATE 300352 
ORIGIN NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 R 

DRAFTED BY ARA/CEN :LPFEIFLE:MMW 
APPROVED BY ARA:TATODMAN 
ARA/CEN : WMATTHEW S 
ARA:SASHELTON 
S/ :LFLEISCHER 

074337 161551Z/44 

P 161531Z DEC 77 ZFF6 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL BELIZE RIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PANAMA PRIORITY 

SECRET STATE 300352 

EXDIS DISTRIBUTE AS NODIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, GT, BH 

SUBJECT: BELIZE:TORRIJOS' VIEWS ON KINGSTON 

MEETING 

1. PRESIDENT TORRIJOS TOLD ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN 
(DURING HIS RECENT TRIP TO PANAMA) THAT AT THE 
KINGSTON MEETING PANAMA HAD TRIED TO HELP US AT THE 
PENALTY OF BEING ACCUSED OF BEING U.S. STOOGE. HOWEVER, 
IT WAS ABLE TO DO SO BECAUSE OF ITS GOOD CREDENTIALS - 
ITS SUPPORT OF THE BELIZEAN POSITION AT THE COST OF 
BROKEN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH GUATEMALA AND ITS 
AID TO BELIZE. PANAMANIAN EFFORTS WERE NOT 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 300352 

SUCCESSFUL. VENEZUELA WAS SUPPORTIVE, BUT GUYANA WAS 
PARTICULARLY STRONG IN ITS OPPOSITION TO TERRITORAL 
CESSION BECAUSE OF ITS DISPUTE WITH VENEZUELA. 

PRICE UNALTERABLY OPPOSED TERRITORIAL CESSION. 

2. TORRIJOS CONCLUDED THAT THE PRESENT PLAN FOR A 
SETTLEMENT WILL NOT WORK. WHAT IS NEEDED IS FOR 
REPRESENTATIVES OF GUATEMALA AND BELIZE TO TALK. 
TORRIJOS BELIEVES THAT THE GUATEMALAN PEOPLE ARE 
NOT INTERESTED IN BELIZE AND THAT THE GUATEMALAN 
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STUDENTS AND POPULAR LEADERS SUPPORT AN INDEPENDENT 
BELIZE. HE SAID HE COULD GET THESE POPULAR LEADERS 
TO ORGANIZE DEMONSTRATIONS IN FAVOR OF BELIZEAN 
INDEPENDENCE AND A REFERENDUM ON BELIZE. HE DOES 
NOT THINK THAT LUCAS.WHO HE ADMITTED IS A HARDLINER, 
WOULD WIN IN A TRULY FREE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 

HE ADVOCATED THAT THE USG PRESS THE GUATEMALANS TO 
HOLD FREE ELECTIONS AND URGE THEM TO PERMIT 
OUTSIDE OBSERVERS. IN A FREE ELECTION, PERALTA 
MENDEZ WOULD WIN AND THEN WOULD ARRANGE A SETTLE- 
MENT OF THE BELIZE ISSUES. VANCE 

SECRET 


PAGE 01 STATE 300352 
ORIGIN NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY S/S-0:LFLEISCHER 
APPROVED BY S/S-0:LFLEISCHER 

076341 161751Z/40 

O 161740Z DEC 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO WHITE HOUSE IMMEDIATE 
CIA IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 300352 

NODIS 

WHITE HOUSE FOR DR BRZEZINSKI 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 300352 ACTION GUATEMALA INFO LONDON MEXICO 
BELIZE PANAMA DEC 16. 

QUOTE SECRET STATE 300352 

EXDIS DISTRIBUTE AS NODIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, GT. BH 

SUBJECT: BELIZE:TORRIJOS' VIEWS ON KINGSTON 

MEETING 

I. PRESIDENT TORRIJOS TOLD ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN 
(DURING HIS RECENT TRIP TO PANAMA) THAT AT THE 
KINGSTON MEETING PANAMA HAD TRIED TO HELP US AT THE 
PENALTY OF BEING ACCUSED OF BEING U.S. STOOGE. HOWEVER, 

IT WAS ABLE TO DO SO BECAUSE OF ITS GOOD CREDENTIALS - 
SECRET 
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PAGE 02 STATE 300352 

ITS SUPPORT OF THE BELIZEAN POSITION AT THE COST OF 
BROKEN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH GUATEMALA AND ITS 
AID TO BELIZE. PANAMANIAN EFFORTS WERE NOT 
SUCCESSFUL. VENEZUELA WAS SUPPORTIVE, BUT GUYANA WAS 
PARTICULARLY STRONG IN ITS OPPOSITION TO TERRITORAL 
CESSION BECAUSE OF ITS DISPUTE WITH VENEZUELA. 

PRICE UNALTERABLY OPPOSED TERRITORIAL CESSION. 

2. TORRIJOS CONCLUDED THAT THE PRESENT PLAN FOR A 
SETTLEMENT WILL NOT WORK. WHAT IS NEEDED IS FOR 
REPRESENTATIVES OF GUATEMALA AND BELIZE TO TALK. 
TORRIJOS BELIEVES THAT THE GUATEMALAN PEOPLE ARE 
NOT INTERESTED IN BELIZE AND THAT THE GUATEMALAN 
STUDENTS AND POPULAR LEADERS SUPPORT AN INDEPENDENT 
BELIZE. HE SAID HE COULD GET THESE POPULAR LEADERS 
TO ORGANIZE DEMONSTRATIONS IN FAVOR OF BELIZEAN 
INDEPENDENCE AND A REFERENDUM ON BELIZE. HE DOES 
NOT THINK THAT LUCAS,WHO HE ADMITTED IS A HARDLINER, 
WOULD WIN IN A TRULY FREE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 

HE ADVOCATED THAT THE USG PRESS THE GUATEMALANS TO 
HOLD FREE ELECTIONS AND URGE THEM TO PERMIT 
OUTSIDE OBSERVERS. IN A FREE ELECTION, PERALTA 
MENDEZ WOULD WIN AND THEN WOULD ARRANGE A SETTLE- 
MENT OF THE BELIZE ISSUES. VANCE UNQUOE VANCE 

SECRET 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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